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For members of the New St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, reaching out to meet the needs of those in the surrounding
community comes naturally. Prior to its 1996 move to its current northwest

Detroit location, the church provided free meals to approximately 200 people
per week and other social services such as Gamblers and Alcoholics
Anonymous.

The move to a new community in 1996 revealed a different set of needs.

Residents in the new community envisioned growth and future development
through services that would most benefit youth in the area.

classroom space and the completion of the full-size gymnasium. The first phase
has allowed Abayomi to expand the Junior NBA and Junior WNBA Youth

Sports League Programs; The Village, counseling and mentoring program for

adjudicated youth; and, the Connect A Child - after school computer training
program.

The second phase will include the construction of a computer lab, banquet
and conference facility as well as a health clinic.

"We really do want to do unto others, as we would have them do unto us,"

states Rev. Larry Smith, Pastor of New St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church.
"We are partners with the community."

Abayomi's commitment to comprehensive community building
has allowed it to expand services to include providing home

repair assistance to seniors, renovating a nearby public

park and developing a wealth and asset building
program allowing individuals to save for education,

business development or home ownership.
Abayomi's plans for the future include

"" investing in commercial real

\t'" ~ " estate development,addressing
an emerging need to bring

jobs and employment into the
community.

In 1997, the Abayomi Community Development Corporation was

established as a faith-based outgrowth of the New St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, and initiated after-school programs,

safety in schools and health promotion & prevention programs.

"Our mission is to strengthen and secure families and the local

community through comprehensive community building,"
notes Tawnya Morris, Executive Director of Abayomi CDC.

"We strive to stay focused on our mission. It helps us meet
the needs of those we are trying to serve."

As a critical part of fulfilling its mission, Abayomi CDC recently
completed the first phase of developing the 36,000 sq. ft. New
St. Mark Family Life Center. A community life and recreational facility
adjacent to the church, the first phase involved the rehabilitation of
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